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WEST WARWICK HOUSING AUTHORITY CELEBRATES A YEAR OF SUCCESS AT ITS FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 

The West Warwick Housing Authority held its first annual meeting recently to celebrate a 

year of success and accomplishments. 

The well-attended meeting included the housing authority presenting five “Community 

Partnership Awards” to groups or individuals that assisted the housing authority in 

promoting its mission to serve residents. 

Donkin Donuts -both the Main Street and Washington Avenue stores – were recognized 

for their generous donations of coffee, donuts and pastry for events conducted at the 

housing authority’s two elderly developments. 

Two residents at West Warwick Manor were recognized for their monthly meal for 

residents on the last Saturday of the month when funds are scarce for some residents. 

Known as the Manor Dinner Club, residents Paula Labrie and Joan Card feed 50-80 

residents monthly. 

Another awardee was Eileen McNeilis, who resides at Clyde Tower on Main Street. She 

was recognized for her Meals with Eileen, which provides hundreds of meals throughout 

the month for residents. McNeilis cooks and prepares the meals herself with assistance 

from other residents. 

The fifth Partnership Award was presented to the University of Rhode Island’s Program 

for Community Health Nursing, which regularly conducts blood pressure and blood 

sugar screenings at the two elderly developments. Tom Stegnicki, an instructor for the 

program accepted on behalf of the program. 

The housing authority also recognized Charlene Fraser, the Authority’s Facilities 

Manager as its Employee of the Year. Executive Director Stephen J. O’Rourke said, 

“Charlene has done an outstanding job in a nontraditional role for a woman.” He 

thanked her for her outstanding performance over the previous year. 

At the conclusion of the awards ceremony, Mr. O’Rourke distributed a 200- page 

Annual Report on Operations to the Board of Commissioners. He stated, “This report 

clearly shows the achievements we have realized over the last year.” He thanked the 

board, staff and residents for their efforts. 



He concluded his presentation of the Annual Report with a 140-slide presentation on 

the Authority’s key performance indicators and a series of slides on the many activities 

conducted for residents. 

 The housing authority’s chairman, Tom Zampa, expressed his appreciation to his 

colleagues on the board and the staff for their hard work. Vice Chairwoman Debra 

Tocco recognized and thanked Town Councilman John D’Amico for attending the 

meeting.  

During the meeting, a plaque was unveiled dedicating the board room in memory of 

Elizabeth “Betty” Brunero, who passed away in December. Mrs. Brunero served on the 

Board of Commissioners for ten years. Her daughter Carol Hoxie, a new commissioner 

on the board, accepted the plaque. 
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